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March 2015

Mark Your Calendars!
· March 1 – Youth Group Meeting – 5:00 to 7:00 PM

· March 3 – Worship at Mennonite Home – 6:30 PM

· March 8 – Daylight Savings Time Begins – Spring Forward


· March 11 – Stewardship Committee Meeting – 7:30 PM

· March 11 – Praise Team Rehearsal – 7:30 PM
· March 12 – Session Meeting – 7:00 PM

· March 18 – Deacon’s Meeting – 7:30 PM

· March 18 – MVP “Sacred Conversation” – at Bluffton Presbyterian – 1:30 to 4:00 PM
· March 29 – Newsletter Deadline – CEGillen@MarathonPetroleum.com
· April 2 – Maundy Thursday Service – 7:00 PM
· April 3 – Good Friday Procession of Cross – 11:30 AM

· April 3 – Community Good Friday Service – English Lutheran Church at Noon.

· April 5 – Easter Breakfast – 8:30 to 9:45 AM
· April 5 – Easter Egg Hunt – 9:30 AM



Announcement Procedure
If you have an announcement to present in church during the month, get it to the church office by Wednesday morning so it will be announced by our Lay Reader.
Coffee Talk

Wednesday – McDonalds at 8:30 AM

Small Groups
Tuesday – Church Library at 6:30 PM
Into the light  

(from the dark and cold)

It is cold this morning.  So cold that my pant legs become crisp as I cross the distance from the church door to Common Grounds.  So cold that my breath catches if I try to breathe deeply.  The bank thermometer intones that it is 6 degrees.  But weather underground says that it is 0.1 degrees.  I am inclined to go with Weather Underground on this one (the bank thermometer always seems to run a little warm thanks to southern exposure and concrete).  The point is that it sure seems like winter.  But with Ash Wednesday tomorrow I can count that Easter is only 6 Sundays away.

And so I believe that Spring is not far off.  It cannot be stopped.  Even though in the face of my hope, I have to admit it will be 7 below zero two days from now.  And faith is like this.  Faith is not blind, and not unreasoned.  Faith just doesn’t follow the calendar’s flat time line.  Faith persists in hope, even when there is darkness.  (I didn’t say it was easy).  So faith looks ahead to Easter, when we will be 16 days past the equinox.  The sun will be nearer.  Faith moves toward God’s light.  It does not cling to the brokenness of the present; it refuses to fall in despair.  Faith moves resolutely into God’s light.  Faith attaches itself to God’s future, rather than wallowing in the human/broken past.

Which brings us to the second point, as we conclude the darkness of February and the coldest days of the year:  The “darkest” hour – is actually after the darkness has passed.  Jane’s daughter called us after her divorce was finalized, and said, “I don’t know why I am depressed, the divorce is now final.  It’s over.”  It is normal for our darkest hour to come after the dark has actually passed.  Now, this actually makes sense.  During the dark, we are fighting for our life and our hope.  We are fighting for the light.  But the time at which you are facing the enemy and trading blow for blow is not the time to engage in reflection.  It is not the time to even ask about hope or the future.  In the midst of the dark, all of your energy goes to meet the opponent.  It is only after the crisis is “passed” that we allow ourselves to question.  To doubt.  To face the darkness.  To meet our fears.
I will be glad to have February done.  I get “cabin fever” during February.  When the days are grey, they threaten to “go on forever”.  But faith calls me from the darkness into God’s light and God’s future.  I will see you there.
Pastor Dave

The Lenten Journey 2015
(This article has appeared in the bulletin on Ash Wednesday and Sunday February 22.)

Lenten Journey 2015

The Lenten Scriptures this year are quite consistent in their description of “costly discipleship”, or the pursuit of the Kingdom and its cost.   The scriptures chronicle Jesus journey: announcing the Kingdom and enacting it, and the opposition which develops and leads to his death.   The scriptures also mark that Jesus’ journey is a model for us – as we take up our cross and follow. 

The weeks progress in this manner:

Feb. 22 ~ Mark 1: 9-15  The Announcement of the Kingdom

March 1 ~ Mark 8: 31-38  Take up your Cross

March 8 ~ John 2: 13-22  The Cleansing of the Temple, 
1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 We Preach Christ Crucified.
March 15 ~ John 3: 14-21  For God So Loved the World;
Ephesians 2: 1-10  From Death to Life by Grace. 

March 22 ~ John 12: 20-33  Before the fruit is ripened – the Seed Must Die

March 29 ~ Palm/Passion Sunday  Mark’s Account. 

While these scriptures will be read, it is my intent to address three major issues.
Forgiveness (Feb 22) ~ Sin (March 8) ~ The New Life (March 15)
These three issues have a profound impact upon how we take up our cross 

and the kingdom we pursue as we follow Christ. 

The Lenten journey is a time of reflection and preparation for the struggle of Holy Week and Easter.  Yet it is my intent to offer a pathway which pursues the enactment of faith and faithfulness, in contrast to the historical approach of penitence.  I look forward to our season of reflection and preparation, a time of focus and enactment.

Opportunity: Spiritual Practice
The Maumee Valley Presbytery will be offering a “Sacred Conversation” opportunity at – (trumpet fanfare) Bluffton Presbyterian Church on Wednesday, March 18 from 1:30 to 4:00 PM.  The focus will be the spiritual practice of “The Examen”.  The time of spiritual practice will be led by Pastor Dave Good.

Opportunity: Worship at Mennonite Home on Tuesday March 3 at 6:30 p.m.

Come join Pastor Dave, Min, and Claralice at a worship service at the Mennonite Home.  Quick, look at the calendar.  It’s this week!
Highlights of February Session Meeting
· Accepted Dave Kisor’s Letter of Resignation as Elder with regret.  Dave recently accepted new employment and Dave and Shirley have relocated to the Ft. Wayne area.  Our church is grateful for their leadership and dedication to our church family for the many years they lived in Bluffton.
· Approved a request by Jayne McGarrity to start a playgroup for children ages 1-4 with their caregiver on Mondays from 10:30 to 11:30 AM (February 23 - May 25).  Session thanks Dick and Jayne McGarrity for their willingness to coordinate this project.
· Approved to have Fine Touches (Ada) recover the 12 sanctuary chairs needing recovered – estimate was $50-60 per chair (includes upholstery/labor).  Estimated to be completed in a couple of weeks.  Appreciate work of Laura From and Sarah Gillen for designing the hall bulletin boards.
· Session asked Stewardship to create a proposal for an investment policy that addresses use of long-term funds so that we might be good stewards of major gifts.
· Approved electing Bob Angus and Cindy Gillen to serve as co-chairs of Nominating Committee.
· Deacons have reorganized for the year as follows: Moderator – Diane Winebar, Nominating Committee – Tom Edwards, Funeral Dinner Coordinators – Laura From and Barb Fett.
· In the last month Pastor Dave led four worship services, made visitations, attended breakfast group, Youth retreat breakfast, Bluffton News devotion article, Bistro lunch, committee meetings, BAMA, worked to get contract/ pension forms in order for 2015, MVP activities include meeting on February 10 – served as Musician, Spiritual Transformation Retreat, and working with another church’s session.
· Light bulbs in EXIT light by Office door were replaced.  Signed official contract with Fyrwomyn’s Service for snow removal – contract removal is for two or more inches and any amount on a Sunday morning.  Wellmann Brother’s bill for chimney work was $10,488 ($1,000) under estimate because of less labor than anticipated.  We’ve received an invoice from Schnipke for $27,621.78 for concrete work, handicap rail, finishing/ installation of three doors.  Tom Hursey reviews and approves these large bills prior to payment.  The handicap railing has been installed, but the paint and finish work will follow in spring.  Fire extinguishers at the church (10) have been recharged/replaced as needed - $311.
· Our church will be hosting the Community Vacation Bible School on July 19-23 from 6:00-8:00 PM.  Curriculum will be “Bible Blast to Past” focusing on God’s Love and sharing with others – will include local mission project.  Meetings with representatives from other churches will begin in March.
One Great Hour of Sharing

Easter Sunday will be our One Great Hour of Sharing.  This will be a special time to remember those who are in need throughout the world. Through One Great Hour of Sharing, the Presbyterian Church joins with a number of other denominations to work together against world hunger and poverty.

Per Capita
You are invited to help cover the per capita cost of your membership by making a special donation through our congregation as part of your discipline of stewardship.  The per capita amount is $ 28.57 per member in 2015.  Thank You!

Decorate the Sanctuary for Easter!
If you wish to help decorate the sanctuary for the Easter Season, the Worship Committee requests that you use the form included in the bulletin to make a monetary donation.  Please send names and money to church office by March 29.

The money collected will be used to purchase Easter Lilies and other items needed during the Easter season.  The money can be given in memory of, or in honor of, a loved one.  Please place your completed form in the collection plate or send it to the church office at P.O. Box 149, Bluffton OH 45817.

Easter Breakfast

The men of the church will be cooking and serving breakfast Easter Sunday from 8:30 to 9:45 AM.  Join us in celebration of the joy of Easter morning.  Jeanette Warren will be providing the meat.
Easter Egg Hunt

We will have our Annual Easter Egg Hunt on April 5 at 9:30AM.  Please join us for the fun!

Youth Group
The youth group will be meeting on March 1 from 5:00 to 7:00 PM for our monthly meeting.  We will be discussing the 30-Hour Famine during this meeting.  If you have friends that will be participating in the Famine, we would love to have them at this meeting so they can hear about the event first hand.  Please let Tenna know if you are bringing friends, so we can properly plan for the meal.  We will not have a meeting in April because of Easter falling on the first Sunday of the Month.
Spring Craft Show Coordinator Needed

Bluffton's Spring Craft Show is Saturday, May 16.  Our church has served lunch at this event for many, many years.  Most recently Lori Schmidt has served as coordinator, but is unable to serve in that capacity this year.  We have many wonderful volunteers who donate food items, their time, or monetary donations; however, we are in need of someone to serve as the overall coordinator.  Lori is willing to share information from previous years!  If you are able to help our church and serve as coordinator, please see Lori Schmidt or Pastor Dave.
Graduate Recognition
Please let Tenna Rhonemus or Carole Enneking know if you have a child graduating from high school or college this year.  We would like to recognize them near the end of the school year. We would also like to highlight them and their accomplishments in the May newsletter.  Please submit this information to Cindy Gillen by April 15.  Thank you!
Playgroup at Bluffton Presbyterian

A playgroup is starting at Bluffton Presbyterian!  The playgroup is for children ages 1-4 accompanied by a parent, grandparent, or babysitter.  The group meets in the nursery at BPC every Monday from 10:30 to 11:30 AM, February 3 through May 25.  Please enter through the side door.  No registration is necessary--just come!  If you know of someone who might be interested, please share this information.  If you have questions, you may call Jayne McGarrity (419-369-4216) or the church (419-358-5806).
Deacons Report

At their January meeting, the deacons elected the following lead positions: Nominating Committee Representative – Tom Edwards, Funeral Dinner Coordinators – Barb Fett and Laura From, Moderator – Diane Winebar.  The roles and ministries of the deacons were discussed.

"Change always comes bearing gifts."
Your deacons are taking this saying to heart!  This year, the annual bake sale will not be held at Eastertime.  Instead, the plan is to hold one or more bake sales in conjunction with the outdoor summer concerts being planned by the church's music department.  Why the change?
1. We'd like to bring people to our lawn by holding the bake sale there instead of at Citizens Bank.
2. Over the past few years, foot traffic at Citizens has slowed considerably.  Our bake sale profits reflect this!

3. Other activities, including bake sales, are now taking place away from downtown at Eastertime, drawing people there.
The deacons think that moving the bake sale to a new location and season will be a good thing.  In past years, the money raised has been distributed between church projects and groups.  We've also been able to support local mission.  This won't change.  Watch for upcoming information about our "warm-weather" bake sales!

Let a Deacon Bring You to Church

During inclement winter weather, deacons can provide or arrange rides for our seniors to Sunday worship.  Please call a deacon the day before, if possible.  Otherwise, please call a deacon before 9:00 AM Sunday morning.
[image: image2.jpg]



Prayers for Peace in our lives and in our World.

Prayers for our members and friends serving in the armed forces: especially Kyle Begg, Dave Souders, Andrew Warner, and Lucas Woodward.

Prayers of Healing for Karen Long; Dusty Klingler; Michael Lee Bucher; Brenda Anderson; Sammie, Ava, and Lauren; The Fisher Family; Cindy Setty, Obia Shurelds, Wendy Fleming, Robin Todd, Charlotte Bell, and Leland Garmatter.
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BPC Prayer Chain
If you have a prayer request, please contact Diane Winebar (419-957-4046 or dwinebar711@gmail.com), or call the church office (419-358-5806) with your prayer request, and they will pass along the information.  If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain other than yourself, please be sure to get their permission first.  Names and circumstances can be kept confidential, if desired.  God knows for whom we pray.  If you would like to be part of the chain or would like more information, please contact Diane or another deacon.

 SHAPE 



Happy Birthday!!
March
1
Greg Culbertson


2
Emily Sycks



Jane Benroth


3
Jacob Szabo


4
Claralice Wolf


6
Deejay Aquirre-Jones


9
Tom Hursey


13
Hazel Rodabaugh


14
Erin Hotmire


16
Jana McVetta


23
Jeremy Scoles


24
Darrel Hotmire


26
Laura From


28
Drew Gable


31
Lindsey McCracken

April
1
Megan Sycks


2
Danielle Rhonemus


3
Brian Edelbrock


4
Beth Buist


5
Helen Hawk



WORSHIP SCHEDULE





Sunday, March 1 – Second Sunday in Lent – Communion – 3 Cents a Meal Offering 


Sue Van Eman, organist


Presbyterian Polyphony


Lay Reader: Tanya Best


Greeters: Ben and Judy Miracle


Acolyte: Megan Sycks





Sunday, March 8 – Third Sunday in Lent


Food Pantry


Choir


Lay Reader: Beth Buist


Greeters: Darin and Amanda Leugers


Acolyte: Libby McVetta





Sunday, March 15 – Fourth Sunday in Lent


Praise Team


Lay Reader: Marilyn Edwards


Greeters: Don and Jodi Brauen


Acolyte: Jacob Szabo





Sunday, March 22 – Fifth Sunday in Lent


Linda Sycks, oboe


Lay Reader: Darlene Hey


Greeters: Clair and Diane Winebar


Acolyte: Avery Talavinia





Sunday, March 29 – Palm Sunday


Sue Van Eman, organist


Choir


Lay Reader: George Stultz


Greeters: The Szabo Family


Acolytes: Paige and Morgan McVetta





Thursday, April 2 – Maundy Thursday





Sunday, April 5 – Easter Sunday – Communion


3 Cents a Meal Offering 


Lay Reader: Carol Enneking


Greeters: The Talavinia Family


Acolyte:  Avery Talavinia





Bluffton Presbyterian Church


112 N. Main St.


P.O. Box 149


Bluffton, OH 45817


419-358-5806





Pastor: Rev. David Good


Phone: 765-993-7791


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mangendave@frontier.com" �mangendave@frontier.com�


Office Hours: Wed. 11:00-1:00 and


Thurs.-Sat. 9:00-1:00





Secretary: Cathy Carroll


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bpcbluff@wcoil.com"��bpcbluff@wcoil.com�


Office Hours: Tues. and Wed. 9:00-12:30


Website: blufftonpc.org





Sunday School: 9:00 AM


Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 AM











2015 Church Officers





Session


Clerk of Session – Lori Schmidt


Buildings & Grounds – Tom Hursey


Christian Education – Tenna Rhonemus and Carole Enneking


Finance & Stewardship – Cindy Gillen


Mission – Beth Buist


Nominating – Bob Angus and Cindy Gillen


Personnel – Bob Angus


Presbytery Commissioner


Worship – Jeanette Warren


Members at Large – Lori Schmidt, and Donnas Stone





Board of Deacons


Moderator:  Diane Winebar


Members:  Tom Edwards, Barb Fett, Laura From, Gayle Marshall, and Mike Rhonemus.








